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ploughing, fowing, and reaping would go on. The ariftocracy 
are not the farmers who work the land, and raife the produce, 
but are the mere confumers of the rent ; and when compared 
with the adtive world are the drones, a feraglio of males, who 
neither colled! the honey nor form the hive, but exift only for 

lazy enjoyment. # 

Mr Burke, in his firft effay, called ariftocracy, “ the Corinthian 
« ca pi lu l 0 f polijbed ficiety Towards compleating the figure, he 
has now added the pillar-, but ftill the bafe is wanting; and 
whenever a nation c'nufe to aft a Samfon, not blind, but bold, 
down go the temple of Dagon, the Lords, and the Philiftines. 

If a houfe of legiflatlon is to be compoled of men of one 
clafs, for the purpofe of protedting a diftina intereft, all 
the other interefts fhould have the fame._ The inequa- 
lity as well as the burthen cf taxation, arifes from admitting it 
in one cafe, and not in all. Had there been an houfe of farmers, 
there had been no game laws ; or an houfe of merchants and ma- 
nufafturers, the taxes had neither been fo unequal nor fo excef- 
five It is from the power of taxation being m the hands of thole 
who can throw fo great a part of it from their own fhoulders, that 

it has raged without a check. , . 

Men of fmall or moderate eftates are more injured by the taxes 
being thrown on articles of confumption, than they are eafed by 
warding it from landed property, for the following reafons : 

FiriL They confume more of the produdtive taxable articles, 
in proportion to their property, than thofe of large eftates. 

Secondly, Their refidence is chiefly in towns, and t.ieir pro- 
perty in houfes ; and the encreafe of the poor-rates, occafioned 
bv taxes on confumption, is in much greater proportion than the 
land-tax has been favoured. In Bi mingham, the poor-rates are 
not lefs than feven (hillings in the pound. From this, as already 
obferved, the ariftocracy are in a great meafure exempt. 

Thefe are but a part of the mifehiefs flowing from the wretch- 
ed fcheme of an houfe of peers. 

As a combination, it can always throw a confiderable portion 
of taxes from itfelf; ami as an hereditary houfe, accountable to 
nobody, it refcmbles a rotten borough, whofe confent is to be 
courted, by intereft. There are but few of its members, who are 
not in feme mode or other participators, or difpofers of the pub- 
lic money. One turns a candle- holder, or a lord in waiting ; 
another a lord of the bed-chamber, a groom of the dole, or any 
infignificant nominal office, to which a (alary is annexed, paid 
out 'of the public taxes, and which avoids the diredt appearance 
of corruption. Such fituations are derogatory to the charath r 
of man ; and where they can- be fubmitted to, honour cannot refid, . 

To ail thefe are -to be added the numerous dependants, me 
Ions iift of younger branches and diftant relations, who are pro- 
vided for at the public exp ace : in ihort, were an eivmrartor. to 
be made of the charge of ariftocracy to a nation, it will be found 
nearly equal to that of fupporting the poor. The Dube o. u.ich- 
jnond alone (and there arc cafes fimilar to his) takes aw^as 
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much for bimfelf as would maintain two thoufand poor and aged 
perfons. Is -it, then any wonder, that under fuch a P fyftem of fo 
vermrent, taxes and rates have multiplied to theirprefent extend 

In Hating thefe matters, I fpeak an open and difinterefted lan'- 
guage, dictated by no paffion but that ot humanity. To me, who 
have not only refufed offers, becaufe I thought Them improper! 
but have declined rewards I might with reputation have accept- 
ed it is no wonder that meantiefs and impofition appear difguft- 
ful. Jndependance is my happinefs, and I view things as they 
• are, without regard to place or perfon; my country is the world 7 
and fuy religion is to do good.' 

Mr. Burke, in fpeaking of the ariftocratical law of primogeni- 
ture, fays, ‘‘it is the Handing law of our landed inheritance ; and 
“ which, witnout queftion, has a tendency, and I think,” conti- 
nues he, “ a happy tendency, to preferve a charafter of weight 
“ and confequence.” 6 

Mr. Burke may call this law what he pleafes, but humanity 
and impartial refledhon will denounce it a law of brutal injuftice 
Were we not accuftomed to the daily praaice, and did we only 
hear of it as the law of fome diftant part of the world, we fhould 
conclude that tile legiflators of fuch countries had not yet arrived 
at a Jftate of civilization. 

As to its preferving a chara&er of weight and conference, the 
cafe appeals to me directly the reverie. It is an attaint upon 
charatter ; a fort of privateering on family property. It may 
have weight among dependant tenants, but it gives none on a 
fcale of national, and much lefs of univerfal charatter. Speak- 
ing for myfelf, my parents were not able to give me a Hulling, 
beyond what they gave me in education ; and to do this they dif- 
trelTed themfelves ; yet, I poflefs more of what is called confe- 
quence, in the world, than any one in Mr. Burke’s catalogue of 
arillocrats. 

Having thus glanced at fome of the defe&s of the two houfes 
of parliament, I proceed to what is called the crown, upon which 

i lhall be very corxife. 

[Here follows, on page 107 of the original edition, two para- 
graphs, making together about eleven lines of the fame printing 
as in this edition. Thofe two ihort paragraphs are taken into 
the information as profitable matter; bat on what ground fuch 
a profecution can be fupported I am at a lofs to difeoveh Every 
part of which a government is compofed muft be alike fully open 
to examination and invefligation ; and where this is not the cafe 
' the country i s not in a Hate of freedom ; for it is only by the free 
and rational exercife cf this right, that errors, impofitions, and 
ablurdities can be detected and remedied either in the parts feve- 
taily, or in the Vvhole. — if there is any part in a government on 
which the exercife of this right ought to be more fully infilled 
upon by a nation than on another part, it is on that part for 
which the nation pay the moll money, and which, in England, 
is called the crOwn. — After the tvvo paragrapns here alluded to 
and which will appear on the trial, tie work proceeds as follows J 
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